
The Global Positioning System (GPS) has roots stretching back more than 60 years. The last big technological change 
came almost 20 years ago with the development of cellular assistance. Focal Point Positioning has invented the next 
generation of GPS technology, bringing navigation and positioning up to speed with modern day living.

1957
Sputnik becomes Earth's first artificial 
satellite after being launched into 
space by the Soviet Union. American 
scientists are inspired by Sputnik to 
develop a satellite positioning system. 

2010
Apple’s iPhone 4 smartphone launches with 
a full inertial set of accelerometer, gyroscope 
and a magnetic compass. This paves the way for 
smartphones to be able to use advanced motion 
sensing to assist with internal GPS technologies.

2018
Focal Point Positioning begins working 
with chipset manufacturers to introduce 
S-GPS into smartphones, wearables 
and the automotive sector. 

2020
S-GPS is commonplace in smartphones, 

wearables, and the automotive sector, 
providing unprecedented positioning 

in dense urban environments.

1960
TRANSIT, the first satellite-based 

positioning system is launched. It uses 
frequency measurements rather than timing 

measurements to calculate the positions 
of receivers on the ground.

The US Department of Defense launches the 
first GPS satellite. Over the following decade 
24 satellites will go into orbit, providing a fully 
functional Global Navigation Satellite System.

1983
President Ronald Reagan declassifies GPS 

to permit public use of the technology, 
albeit with an intentional degradation 
in performance for the civilian signals.

2016
Focal Point Positioning launches its 

ground-breaking S-GPS technology, which 
only requires a software update to GPS 

chipsets. This fundamentally changes the way 
that GPS receivers process information from 

the satellites, which boosts the sensitivity, 
accuracy and reliability of devices. 

2004
The US telecoms company Qualcomm 

demonstrates A-GPS on smartphones. This 
allows faster and more accurate positioning 
by passing orbital data via phone networks 

rather than the GPS satellites themselves.

1978

2000
The US Government ceases its degradation 
of the civilian GPS signal, allowing metre-level 
accuracy for everyone.
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